
WEEKLY UPDATE – FRIDAY 8th MAY 2026 
 

Letter from Ms Kattirtzi, Headteacher 
It is Sir David Attenborough’s 100th Birthday! This may be news to some, but it is very well known here at Kendrick. 

Through the efforts of staff led by Mrs Kenward, Head of Biology we have been celebrating Sir David’s long and 

distinguished work as an environmental scientist all week. Sir David has taught and educated the world about the 

planet through his documentaries and lectures highlighting the earth’s complexity, as well as its fragility. As I 

mentioned a few weeks ago, we have had numerous activities to mark this occasion and to celebrate the work of Sir 

David, including Find 1 of 50 Sir David faces around the school, an online quiz, colouring, seed bomb making, 

screening of The Ocean and the possibility of having a photo taken with Sir David! Finally, and most importantly we 

have sent Sir David a birthday card, designed by Joy in Year 13 and signed by many staff and students containing a 

message of sincere thanks from Kendrick School. The card and message we have sent to Sir David can be found here.  

The Lower School Chamber Concert took place on Tuesday evening, a joyous event full of enthusiastic students keen 

to perform and display their talents to an eager audience, including their peers. Always an eclectic mix of musical 

items, the concert showcased instrumental pieces, vocal, solo and group performances. Thank you to the Music 

Department - Mrs Cooper, Mrs Rhowedar, Miss Rodrigues and Mr Dilley who kindly accompanies many of the 

performances on the piano. 

Our Kendrick Mock Local Council elections led by our Curriculum and Current Affairs Committee of the Kendrick 

Student Leaders, were held yesterday with polling taking place in the Dance Studio at lunch time. Although a small 

turnout, the winning party was the Green Party with 49.1% of the votes, followed by Labour with 35.8%, followed by 

the Conservatives with 7.5%, then Liberal Democrats with 5.7% and Reform with 1.9%. The Kendrick picture does not 

reflect the national results, but the experience enabled students to engage in politics, consider local and national 

issues, as well as understand the importance of voting and the essential right it is for everyone to exercise in a 

democracy. 

The DfE has published some important documents in the last couple of weeks, including emphasising the guidance 

on mobile phones in schools with the following statement issued for clarity.  ‘The parameters of our ‘mobile phones 

in schools’ guidance are clear: pupils should not have access to their mobile phones through-out the school day 

including during lessons, the time between lessons, breaktimes and lunchtime. We trust headteachers – who know 

their schools, their pupils, and their context best – to choose a way of delivering that outcome that works for them.’ 

At Kendrick we believe the system we operate with students works well as it is based on trust and clear expectations. 

In addition the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill: policy summary notes received royal assent last week, another 

update on the government’s vision and plans for schools. This is a large piece of legislation and details and proposals 

on free breakfast club provision in primary schools, a limit on branded items of school uniform, compulsory registers 

of children not in school, and measures around school places and admissions. As with all guidance from the DfE, we 

will look at the implications on Kendrick and make adjustments as required. 

As mentioned before, our Year 11 and 13 students have started their exam leave as the GCSEs and A Levels have 

started. Numerous exams will be taken in the next few weeks and so the support of us all is essential for these 

students. In their Farewell assembly this morning, Mrs Hearn, Head of Sixth Form and Assistant Headteacher gave 

the students some essential reminders to aid their management of themselves over the next few weeks: sleep well, 

eat well, take walks and fresh air every day and talk to someone – friend, parent, teacher, member of the school staff, 

if they need any help or support. Although students can study at home when they do not have exams, they are of 

course welcome to work in school with access to the library and IT facilities. We wish them well. 

To end, I will go back to Sir David Attenborough and the message we sent him on his birthday. As someone who is 

universally liked and appreciated, our message to him ended with our thanks: 

As a school committed to environmental stewardship and the Eco-Schools programme, we strive to honour your 

legacy in our own community. Our students are engaged in projects that protect biodiversity, reduce waste, and 
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promote sustainable living. Your example reminds us that even small actions, taken together, can help shape a better 

future for our planet. 

Thank you for dedicating your life to education, conservation, and the celebration of nature. We hope you enjoy a 

wonderful birthday surrounded by warmth, admiration, and the knowledge that your work continues to inspire young 

people across the UK and around the world. 

Wishing everyone a pleasant and long weekend.  

Ms Christine Kattirtzi 
Headteacher 

 
School Notices 
 
Message from the Chair of Trustees 
I am writing to update you all on our plans to recruit a new headteacher. 
 
Let me begin by expressing my gratitude to Ms Kattirtzi for all that she has done for Kendrick School. As you know 
she has been headteacher for many years, and during that time her leadership and commitment has been 
exemplary. We will have opportunities over the coming months to celebrate all her achievements. And of course, Ms 
Kattirtzi will continue to lead the school until the end of the school year. 
 
As the Chair of the Trustee Board, it is my responsibility to lead the process for recruiting and appointing a new 
headteacher. To support me in this role I have established a working group of experienced trustees. Together, we 
have decided not to aim to have a new headteacher in place by September 2026, and that it would be better to take 
our time to identify a new headteacher. We are confident that this will ensure that we will have strong field of 
candidates. The interviews for a new headteacher will take place in June and we expect the successful candidate to 
take up the position in January 2027. 
 
Mr Simmonds, the deputy headteacher, has kindly agreed to act as interim headteacher for the period September to 
December. I am very grateful to him for agreeing to take on this additional responsibility. We will make further 
temporary changes to the leadership team to ensure that Mr Simmonds has the support that he needs. 
Mr Charles Ramsden 
Chair of the Trustee Board 
 

 
Food Bank 

We were able to make a large donation of groceries, toiletries and detergents before the Easter holiday which 
topped up the Whitley Food Cupboard really well. They have sent their heartfelt thanks to the whole Kendrick 
community which we are pleased to echo and pass on. 
 
We would like to make the next collection this week and next week ready for the May half term holiday. As always 
dry goods, tinned goods, toiletries and detergents are all most welcome as are donations made through Parent Pay. 
Your ongoing support for the Whitley Food Cupboard is just fantastic, thank you all so much. 

 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding at Kendrick School 
Talking to Children about AI. Source NSPCC. Learn how to talk to children about artificial intelligence (AI) and support 
them while they discover this growing technology. 
 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Mental Health and Wellbeing at Kendrick School 
Sleep and Mental Health. Source: Mental Health Foundation. What can cause sleep problems, how can mental health 
problems affect sleep, and how can I improve my sleep?  
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SEND 
Reading’s SEND Local Offer. The SEND Local Offer is here to help you find information about local services, support, 
activities and events for children and young people aged 0 - 25 years who have special educational needs or 
disabilities (SEND).  
 

School Fund 
Please donate to our School Fund here. You can make one-off payments through your ParentPay account or 
complete a standing order form for more regular payments. If you are a UK taxpayer, please ensure you also 
complete a Gift Aid Form.  
 
A school fund is maintained by voluntary contributions from the parents/carers of students. Its purpose is to provide 
an additional source of funding for the provision of facilities and educational resources for the benefit of students. 
We use our School Fund to support so many activities in and out of school that have now become essential to school 
life.  

 
Canteen 
The Spring/Summer menu can be found here.  Please ensure that you regularly check your child's canteen balance 
on their ParentPay account and settle any 'overdrafts' quickly. Overdrafts should only be issued on an exceptional 
basis and not as a regular occurrence.  
 

Latest News on our Website 

Dear Sir David Attenborough 

 

School Calendar 
Week commencing 11th May 2026 – Week A 
 
Public exams 
Mental Health Awareness Week 
Wednesday 13th May – KPS Meeting, 6pm 

 

Student Careers and Work Experience 
Current Opportunities 
 

Vacancies 
Science Technicians. Full and part-time hours considered. Closing date for applications Monday 1st June 2026 
Head of Chemistry. For September 2026. Closing date for applications 9am Monday 18th May 2026 
Business and Economics Teacher. For September 2026. Closing date for applications 9am Friday 15th May 2026. 

 

ParentPay and Evolve Reminders 
Latest Reminders for ParentPay and Evolve 
 

Kendrick Parents' Society (KPS) 
Weekly News – Friday 8th May 2026 
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