
WEEKLY UPDATE – FRIDAY 5th JUNE 2026 
 

Letter from Ms Kattirtzi, Headteacher 
Welcome back and I hope everyone has had a good half term break. 
 
It doesn’t seem possible that we are now in the final term of the academic year and for me the final term of my 
teaching career. There are just a few weeks to go but so much to do. We ended last term welcoming the return of 
Year 8 from a residential trip which I have been told was great fun and enjoyed by all. This term other year groups 
will have the opportunity to go on trips and take part in activities which have been long awaited.  Next week our 
Modern Foreign Language staff and colleagues will be taking Year 10 students on a week-long trip to France and 
Germany to practise and immerse themselves in the language and culture of these two countries. We are very proud 
that all students enthusiastically study a Modern Foreign Language at GCSE, so this trip is of great importance in their 
studies. It is also an opportunity for the students to be away from home staying with their friends or host families 
and having to adapt to a different routine in different surroundings, which is a good experience and extension of their 
life skills. I spoke to the Year 10 students this week reminding them of their responsibility as representatives of 
Kendrick School when they are away and the high standards we expect of them. I know I will not be disappointed and 
in fact I am sure I will be impressed by them when they return as their language skills and confidence will have been 
enhanced. I am always grateful to the willingness and commitment of Kendrick staff who volunteer to take these 
trips, which require their own time, away from home and their families, taking care and responsibility for the 
students. I am sure students and parents also appreciate and acknowledge the experiences their children can have at 
Kendrick School. 
 
Over the holiday, the much-anticipated IT equipment has been installed. I am delighted to say that 3 Inter Active 
White Boards and 3 LED screens are now up and in use in sixth form classrooms, the Library, Technology Room, and 
Dance Studio. This equipment which cost more than £8k was money raised by KPS in the recent raffle. Many thanks 
to KPS. Never slow to get on with their next project, KPS members are now planning the next event which is the 
Summer Fair on Saturday 4th July. Members of our Community Committee of Student Leaders had a meeting this 
week with KPS parents to start the planning of the fair. More information on this from KPS will follow. 
 
On the website are some super articles with many more to follow. Please read. 
 

• Gene and Cell Therapy Engagement Day  

• Widening Horizons in School event  

• Student success in a German Essay competition  
 

A big initiative for next week is Earth Week. Working with Mrs Kaur, the Eco Committee has organised a super range 
of fun activities for students to get involved in. At the same time our Pride activities have been planned for the 
month of June beginning this Friday and every Friday in the month.  Music activities and concerts are also planned 
for later in the term, as well as sports events and educational trips. 
 
We are about halfway through the public exam season, and some students have taken many papers, others have 
quite a few to go. As I have said before, this period of exams for our young people can be very stressful and tiring. 
My thanks to the students for their resilience and strength in the way they have conducted themselves so far, 
planning, preparing, and managing this period. And of course, all the staff including the Exams Team, invigilators, 
teachers, and staff who ensure that everyone is where they need to be every morning and afternoon, showing care 
and sensitivity to the students. I am sure the same support and encouragement is happening at home, so thank you 
to parents too. Internal exams for Year 10 finished before half term and today a week of Year 12 exams finish. Well 
done to those students for their work and efforts at this stage in their courses. Next week our Year 12 students will 
be on a week of work experience, we wish them well.  
 
I am sure many of us enjoyed the very warm and sunny weather over the holiday. Sadly, as we know 13 young 
people, aged 11-17 across the country went swimming in rivers and lakes with devastating consequences. This is a 
tragedy for those families and such a great loss of young lives. All schools have been asked to bring to parents and 
young people’s attention a letter from the RBFRS – Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service, which contains 
important safety guidance and advice. Please read and discuss the letter with your child. Link to the letter here. 
 

https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/news/?pid=29&nid=4&storyid=638
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/news/?pid=29&nid=4&storyid=637
•%09https:/www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/news/?pid=29&nid=4&storyid=636
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/safeguarding/7249676265188FC85BA2D94CCF76FC14.pdf


Finally, yesterday an email was sent to you regarding an update on the Headteacher arrangements for next year. 
Charles Ramsden, Chair of the Board of Trustees, informed you that Mr Simmonds, Deputy Headteacher will take on 
the role of Headteacher for the next academic year. Working with him will be Dr Perry, Assistant Headteacher, who 
will take on the role of Deputy Headteacher for the same period. I am delighted with these arrangements and 
confident that the school will be in safe and capable hands. Other changes in roles and responsibilities within the SLT 
will be communicated to you in due course. 
 
Wishing everyone a pleasant weekend. 
 
Ms Christine Kattirtzi 
Headteacher 

 
School Notices 
Headteacher Recruitment Update – Message from the Chair of Trustees 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
I am writing to update you all on our plans to recruit a new headteacher. 
 
I wrote to you last month informing you that the Trustee Board had decided not to appoint a new headteacher to 
replace Ms Kattirtzi as soon as she leaves. I explained that instead we had decided to ask Mr Simmonds, the Deputy 
Headteacher, to fill the position for four months until December 2026 to give us time to ensure that we secure the 
best possible head for Kendrick. 
 
We have since given this further consideration and have decided that it would be in the best interests for the school 
for Mr Simmonds to carry out the headteacher role for a full 12 months, rather than a shorter period. We believe 
that this will provide greater certainty and continuity for the school. Mr Simmonds has agreed to this new 
arrangement and I am most grateful to Mr Simmonds and the other members of staff who will be affected by 
this change. 
 
In addition, to work with Mr Simmonds, I have asked Dr Perry, Assistant Headteacher, to take on the role of Deputy 
Headteacher for the full 12 months which she has agreed to.  
 
The Trustee Board has full confidence in Mr Simmonds and Dr Perry taking on these roles next year.   
 
Ms Kattirtzi will of course continue to lead the school until the end of the academic year. 
 
Kind regards 
Charles Ramsden 
Chair of the Trustee Board 
 

 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding at Kendrick School 
Water Safety Advice: Please see the letter here from the Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service. Links in the letter 
are:  
https://www.rlss.org.uk/Pages/Category/water-safety-information  
https://rnli.org/safety 
https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/your-safety/water-safety/ 
 
Please read this information carefully and talk about the risks of swimming or playing in open water with your child.  

 
 

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=kendrick.reading.sch.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua2VuZHJpY2sucmVhZGluZy5zY2gudWsvcGFnZS8_dGl0bGU9U2FmZWd1YXJkaW5nJnBpZD0zNA==&i=NWNkMTdjMTBhYmY2NzMxNDlhYzExYzc3&t=LzZRQUdqWHl2bkFmZHl4bDJubGxGODZTbUF1REJPR0tHSHdoMnFSRmFHZz0=&h=069128cdf9084bcfaefcb3cd9bb9233e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaA89DvHQctctvnt52sxdnzGGQdM5ug2j4sy1U5a3MGujLufhll_ONp5EHEYHLOnk0waH-FcVsEYiHZFlvkJetWSiQvrPY2-qEERU743P77YQ
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/safeguarding/7249676265188FC85BA2D94CCF76FC14.pdf
https://www.rlss.org.uk/Pages/Category/water-safety-information
https://rnli.org/safety
https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/your-safety/water-safety/


Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Mental Health and Wellbeing at Kendrick School 
Books and Reading. Source: Anna Freud. Reading (or bibliotherapy) has been a source of comfort for lots of people 
for a long time. Click here to find out how some people use it to help when they are struggling with their emotions. 

SEND 
Reading’s SEND Local Offer. The SEND Local Offer is here to help you find information about local services, support, 
activities and events for children and young people aged 0 - 25 years who have special educational needs or 
disabilities (SEND).  
 

School Fund 
Please donate to our School Fund here. You can make one-off payments through your ParentPay account or 
complete a standing order form for more regular payments. If you are a UK taxpayer, please ensure you also 
complete a Gift Aid Form.  
 
A school fund is maintained by voluntary contributions from the parents/carers of students. Its purpose is to provide 
an additional source of funding for the provision of facilities and educational resources for the benefit of students. 
We use our School Fund to support so many activities in and out of school that have now become essential to school 
life.  

 
Canteen 
The Spring/Summer menu can be found here.  Please ensure that you regularly check your child's canteen balance 
on their ParentPay account and settle any 'overdrafts' quickly. Overdrafts should only be issued on an exceptional 
basis and not as a regular occurrence.  
 

Latest News on our Website 

Gene and Cell Therapy Engagement Day  
Widening Horizons in School event  
Student success in a German Essay competition  
 

School Calendar 
Week commencing 8th June 2026 – Week B 
 
Public exams 
Year 10 MFL Trip 
Year 12 Work Experience 
 
Tuesday 9th June KPS Meeting, 6pm-7.15pm 
Thursday 11th June Trustees Resources Meeting, 4.30pm 

 

Student Careers and Work Experience 
Current Opportunities 
 

Vacancies 
Science Technicians. Full and part-time hours considered. Interviewing Thursday 11th June.  

 

ParentPay and Evolve Reminders 
Latest Reminders for ParentPay and Evolve 
 

Kendrick Parents' Society (KPS) 
Weekly News – Friday 5th June 2026  
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