WEEKLY UPDATE — FRIDAY 26" JUNE 2026

Letter from Ms Kattirtzi, Headteacher

It has been an interesting week. | don’t believe that in my professional career we have been challenged by summer
weather that has impacted our systems and processes in such a way that we have had to make the decision to close
the school. Leaders make decisions with the best interests of the community they serve and this week it is with the
welfare and a duty of care that we have taken the decisions we have. Thank you to parents and students who have
expressed their thoughts and opinions about what we should do which have been considered in the wider picture
and information we have of the school community. Forecasts suggest that the extreme temperatures will come
down next week and we will return to seasonally normal conditions for the rest of the term. Quite rightly there are
calls for a longer-term climate strategy to equip public places, workplaces, transport, and homes for the changes to
climate, not just here in the UK but globally. Perhaps some of our students will lead or contribute to this thinking and
action for the future. In the meantime, we manage as best we can.

This is the week when key educational milestones in students’ and parents’ lives take place. On Monday we said
goodbye to our Year 13 students and parents at a special and very well attended tea party in the school Hall, a place
that has so many memories for every student and parent. Several parents spoke to me to express their sincere
thanks and gratitude for all that the school has done for their child over the years they have been at Kendrick. Some
could recall the Open Day back in 2018 and the first time they walked into the school, September 2019 and for some
who joined in Year 12, September 2024. A few were even able to recall words | had said to parents and students in
speeches they heard at the time. This further reinforces my strong belief in the power and influence and therefore
the responsibility we have towards the students we have in our care for the time they are with us. Many parents
looked proud and happy that their child, now young adult, had got through this period of their life and were now full
of hope and promise for the future. There were feelings of joy and sadness as we wished the students and their
families well in their next steps. For me it was also a key event, being the last of these | will preside over which of
course has a very personal impact as | think of the many hundreds of students, | have said goodbye to over the years
| have been at Kendrick. These are cherished moments and memories for all of us. We will see Year 13 students
again in August when they receive their A Level results and then again in December when they return to school to
receive their certificates.

At the other end of the school, we should have met the parents of prospective new Year 7 students, but this event
had to be cancelled, and we will arrange an online meeting for them before the end of term. We were able to bring
into school prospective Year 7 students on Tuesday for an induction session, and Ms Hyde, their Key Stage Leader,
welcomed them to our school. Full of excitement as well as some trepidation, the students had a wonderful day at
Kendrick. They have a two-day summer school to look forward to later in July which will give them even more insight
and understanding of Kendrick and prepare them for their start in September.

Elsewhere preparations are in progress for the end of term and plans are being made for the new academic year. An
online Transition Day took place for students who have applied to our Sixth Form for September 2026 entry. They
received talks from Mrs Hearn Head of Sixth Form and her team and from Dr Perry and Ms Le Croissette. Our current
Year 12 have an important week ahead, called Futures Week where they begin the process of planning their future
choices after Kendrick. Other year groups will soon be meeting their new tutor for next year and for Year 9 an
important transition will be to Key Stage 4 and the formal start of their GCSE courses. There is change for everyone
and the prospect of a new start.

Website links this week are related to:

e French MFL trip
e German MFL Trip

e KPS Summer Fair

Please support the Summer Fair this year, which is on Saturday 4 July, just over a week away; | believe it will be
quite a special one and for me my last Summer Fair!

I will be writing to parents/carers in the next couple of weeks, separately from the Weekly Update, regarding some
changes we have planned for the school next year. As well as the leadership changes, there is new guidance from the
Department for Education (DfE) for September 2026 on mobile phone use in schools and the anticipated changes to
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social media for under 16s which is expected in the Spring of 2027; changes to uniform and the requirements of this;
library opening hours which will change next year.

Thank you again to everyone for your support and cooperation this week.

Wishing everyone a pleasant weekend,
Ms Christine Kattirtzi
Headteacher

School Notices
INSET Day - Friday 3" July 2026
Friday 4™ July 2026 is an INSET day and school will be closed to all students.

Kendrick School Summer Concert, Thursday 9t July 2026

Our Summer Concert will feature a range of songs from Carnatic Vocal Ensemble and Chamber Choir, with
instrumental music from films and musicals and more. All of the school’s main ensembles will perform, including
Wind Orchestra, Jazz Band and all of Year 9 singing as a choir. Furthermore, our staff band, No Direction will be
joining forces with Mass Choir to entertain you whilst we also welcome our new beginner Brass Ensemble too.
Additionally, this will be Ms Kattirtzi’s final concert at Kendrick and it would be wonderful to fill the audience to
show our gratitude to her on this momentous occasion. We expect the concert to finish at approximately 8.45pm.

Please note that refreshments, including our famous samosas, will be available from KPS before the concert.

Please may we remind you that no parking is available on the school site unless you have a disability. If this is
the case, please contact Reception.

Tickets: Our Summer concert tends to sell out quickly and tickets will be going on

sale from Friday 26" June 4 p.m. Tickets will NOT be available before this time, and you will receive an error
message if you click the link. We therefore urge you to order them via the link below as soon as possible through
Evolve Shop, once open, in order to avoid disappointment. Tickets cost £5.00. In the first instance, tickets will be
restricted to five per family. We politely ask for you not to leave ticket requests or queries until the day of the
concert.

https://evolve.edufocus.co.uk/shop/shop item public.asp?site=rbcvisits&estab=3359&id=6819

Please note that no printed tickets will be provided, but you must present proof of purchase e.g. an EVOLVE receipt
on a mobile phone. This will be checked on the door when arriving at the School Hall. There may be some tickets
available on the door, but this can’t be guaranteed.

We look forward to seeing many of you at the concert.

School Meals Increase
From 2"¢ November 2026, the cost of a school meal will increase to £3.03.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding at Kendrick School

Using After-School Clubs, Tuition and Community Activities If your child attends an extra-curricular activity such as
additional tuition, sports of social club you need to ensure that your child is in safe, capable hands throughout this
process. This Gov.uk advice and guidance explain what these settings should be doing to provide a safe environment
for your child and how you can raise concerns if needed.

Mental Health and Wellbeing

Mental Health and Wellbeing at Kendrick School
Heatwave: how to cope in hot weather. Source: NHS
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SEND

Reading’s SEND Local Offer. The SEND Local Offer is here to help you find information about local services, support,
activities and events for children and young people aged 0 - 25 years who have special educational needs or
disabilities (SEND).

School Fund

Please donate to our School Fund here. You can make one-off payments through your ParentPay account or
complete a standing order form for more regular payments. If you are a UK taxpayer, please ensure you also
complete a Gift Aid Form.

A school fund is maintained by voluntary contributions from the parents/carers of students. Its purpose is to provide
an additional source of funding for the provision of facilities and educational resources for the benefit of students.
We use our School Fund to support so many activities in and out of school that have now become essential to school
life.

Canteen

The Spring/Summer menu can be found here. Please ensure that you regularly check your child's canteen balance
on their ParentPay account and settle any 'overdrafts' quickly. Overdrafts should only be issued on an exceptional
basis and not as a regular occurrence.

Latest News on our Website

e French MFL trip
e German MFL Trip

e KPS Summer Fair

School Calendar
Week commencing 29t June 2026 — Week A

Monday 29'" June Year 10 Geography Rivers Trip
Tuesday 30" June UCAS Parents’ Information Evening
Friday 3™ June INSET Day, school closed to students

Student Careers and Work Experience
Current Opportunities

Vacancies
No current vacancies

ParentPay and Evolve Reminders
Latest Reminders for ParentPay and Evolve

Kendrick Parents' Society (KPS)
Weekly News — Friday 26" June 2026
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