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Fourteen-year-old Dita is one of the many imprisoned by the Nazis at Auschwitz. Taken, along with her 

mother and father, from the Terezín ghetto in Prague, Dita is adjusting to the constant terror that is life in the 

camp. When Jewish leader Freddy Hirsch asks Dita to take charge of the eight precious books the prisoners 

have managed to smuggle past the guards, she agrees. And so Dita becomes the secret librarian of 

Auschwitz, responsible for the safekeeping of the small collection of titles, as well as the ‘living books’ - 

prisoners of Auschwitz who know certain books so well, they too can be ‘borrowed’ to educate the children 

in the camp. 

 

But books are extremely dangerous. They make people think. And nowhere are they more dangerous than 

in Block 31 of Auschwitz, the children’s block, where the slightest transgression can result in execution, no 

matter how young the transgressor… 

A deeply moving and unforgettable portrait of an ordinary and yet an extraordinary teenage girl. 

First published over sixty years ago, Anne Frank's Diary of a Young Girl has reached millions of young 

people throughout the world. 

In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, fleeing the occupation, went into hiding in an 

Amsterdam warehouse. Over the next two years Anne vividly describes in her diary the frustrations of living 

in such close quarters, and her thoughts, feelings and longings as she grows up. Her diary ends abruptly 

when, in August 1944, they were all betrayed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Final Solution and the Holocaust. He is oblivious to the appalling 

cruelties being inflicted on the people of Europe by his country. All he knows is that he has been moved 

from a comfortable home in Berlin to a house in a desolate area where there is nothing to do and no one to 

play with. Until he meets Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange parallel existence on the other side of the 

adjoining wire fence and who, like the other people there, wears a uniform of striped pyjamas. 

 

Bruno's friendship with Shmuel will take him from innocence to revelation. And in exploring what he is 

unwittingly a part of, he will inevitably become subsumed by the terrible process. 

Everybody deserves to have something good in their life. At least Once. 

Once I escaped from an orphanage to find Mum and Dad. 

Once I saved a girl called Zelda from a burning house. 

Once I made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. 

My name is Felix. This is my story. 

 

Once is the first in a series of children's novels about Felix, a Jewish orphan caught in the middle of the 

Holocaust.. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I tattooed a number on her arm. She tattooed her name on my heart. 

 

In 1942, Lale Sokolov arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was given the job of tattooing the prisoners marked 

for survival - scratching numbers into his fellow victims' arms in indelible ink to create what would become 

one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust. 

Waiting in line to be tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a young girl. For Lale - a dandy, a jack-the-lad, a bit 

of a chancer - it was love at first sight. And he was determined not only to survive himself, but to ensure this 

woman, Gita, did, too. 

So begins one of the most life-affirming, courageous, unforgettable and human stories of the Holocaust: the 

love story of the tattooist of Auschwitz. 

“They plan to arrest all the Danish Jews. They plan to take them away. And we have been told that they may 

come tonight.” 

It is 1943 and life in Copenhagen is becoming complicated for Annemarie. There are food shortages and 

curfews, and soldiers on every corner. 

But it is even worse for her Jewish best friend, Ellen, as the Nazis continue their brutal campaign. With 

Ellen’s life in danger, Annemarie must summon all her courage to help stage a daring escape. 

Inspired by true events of the Second World War, this gripping novel brings the past vividly to life for today’s 

readers. 


